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I INTRODUCTION 
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, a combustible organic rock rnmp^d primarily of rarhon. hvricocn 


Coal is burned to produce energy and is used to manufacture steel. It is ■ 
source of chemicals used to make medicine, fertilizers, pesticides, and ot 
comes from ancient plants buried over millions of years In Earth's crust, 
layer. Coal, petro leum, n atural gas , and oL.§hale are all known as fos.sjli 
come from the remains of ancient life buried deep in the crust. 


Coal is rich in h ydrocarb ons (compounds made up of the elements hydro 
All life forms contain hydrocarbons, and in general, material that contain: 
called organic material. Coal originally formed from ancient plants that d: 
and were buried under layers of sediment during the Ca rboniferous P erio 
million to 290 million years ago. As more and more layers of sediment fo 
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